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Letter from Ian Carter 
 
Hi Annie 

 
Since I have taken voluntary temporary leave from HAF I thought I should relay my thoughts to you to 
pass onto the current members of HAF. I decided to take leave from HAF because there may be a 
chance that I may be asked by a developer to design a concept housing scheme once the ROI has 
been published. 
  
I hope the judging panel when selecting a submission takes into consideration the points raised in 
the Peter Olorenshaw letter that you sent me. I have underlined the relevant points that he mentioned, 
however I would like to add a few more important factors as I have lived in Copenhagen for over 2 
years. I might add that the accepted design concept in Denmark is many many years ahead of where 
we are at in NZ. Some years ago two very high rise apartment buildings were built however 
many apartments remained empty years later. The Danes soon realised that this type of housing was 
unacceptable they preferred low rise cluster housing that featured concepts that included for the 
following; 
  
    passive solar design 
    separated vehicle manoeuvring and parking spaces 
    private outdoor living spaces 
    common spaces for all to enjoy, play and plant  
    desirable vegetables and flowers as well as  
    appropriately designed landscaping. 
    flexible plan that allowed for future rearrangement  
    and additions to each house without structural  
    interference   
    healthy, safe, warm and private 
      
I totally agree with the Dane's attitude to housing which can be achieved at a much lower cost than 
what we see at Papamoa for instance, where you can look out from your Kitchen and see the 
bathroom of your neighbour and the only place children can play is the road precinct which in some 
cases is 20m wide for a cul-de-sac with a two way road  two footpaths, wide berms. Roads are for 
cars not kids no wonder there are 20 kids per year killed in such environments.    
  

  

  

  

  
Ian K Carter 
Tauranga 
Ph/Fax: 07 533 3802 
email iankcarter@xtra.co.nz 
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https://www.smartgrowthbop.org.nz/media/76034/without-back-page-sgic-agenda-and-papers-17-august-2016.pdf
https://www.smartgrowthbop.org.nz/media/76034/without-back-page-sgic-agenda-and-papers-17-august-2016.pdf










http://www.placestogrow.ca/
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